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14 December 2021 
 

Dear Penny 
 
Thank you for your email of 30 November, enclosing correspondence from 
the Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) Sustainability Forum, 
about sustainability in the early years.  
 
I am heartened to see that the expert forum shares our views regarding the 
importance of climate education during early childhood and I have 
responded to them directly.  
 
There are a number of existing initiatives within early years, including the 
statutory ‘Understanding the World’ programme, which aims to foster 
children’s understanding of our ecologically diverse world, ‘Development 
Matters’, the non-statutory guidance on how young children can learn about 
climate change and the environment, and the online platform, ‘Help for early 
years providers’, which provides guidance and practical support for 
childminders, nursery leaders, and pre-school practitioners, including a 
section on Understanding the World. 
 
The draft climate education strategy, launched at COP26, includes new 
initiatives which reflect feedback received from stakeholders across all parts 
of the education system, including the new Climate Leaders Award which 
early years providers will be able to participate in. We are also committed to 
sharing examples of effective, evidence-based, climate education that is 
already taking place across nurseries, colleges, and universities, so that 
teachers and leaders can consider how best to adapt climate education to 
their setting.  
 
We are looking forward to working closely with stakeholders, between now 
and April, to ensure this strategy is developed and delivered successfully.  
 
 
 



It may help you to know that the Early Years Alliance (EYA) is a part of our 
wider user group on our Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy, and 
early years stakeholders are represented in the majority of our other working 
groups, including that on climate education. I note that Ms Hadland is also 
already taking part in our working group on the Education Estate. Therefore, 
we would be delighted for members of the forum to contribute their views, 
either via those involved in our stakeholder groups during the discussion 
process or directly in writing, and we would value the input of their 
experience. 
 
Thank you for writing about this important matter. I hope that you find this 
reply useful. 

 
 

Kind regards, 

 
Will Quince MP 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 


